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When did Bremen start implementing SPP?

Following a decision against exploitative child 
labour in 2008, the Bremen State Parliament 
amended the Procurement Act in late 2009, 
which now states that public authorities must 
work towards ensuring that the International 
Labour Organisation Core Conventions are 
respected in the production of all goods 
purchased by them. 

We were able to purchase uniforms for all 
cleaners made from environmentally-friendly 
cotton produced under fair working conditions 
– not an easy task. Our focus has been primarily 
on applying social standards for products 
where there is a high risk of exploitation, such 
as uniforms, toys for daycare centres, natural 
stones, coffee and flowers. 

Mapping a more resource-efficient Europe 

What challenges did you encounter?

For the purchase of uniforms, it was difficult to 
find suppliers who could demonstrate that their 
supply chains in Asia and North Africa met the 
required conditions. Purchasers have a central 
role in implementing this - there is a need to look 
behind labels and examine the whole supply 
chain for products. The impact of these actions is 
clear – it sends a signal to the market, which will 
respond with appropriate products. In sectors 
such as IT equipment, action is still needed. 

What are the next steps for Bremen?

We are continuing with the learning process, 
with an emphasis on active management 
and changing behaviour. We will adjust our 
purchasing in a systematic way to meet 
environmental and social objectives while 
delivering good value for taxpayers’ money. In 
the context of the LANDMARK project, Bremen 
will be piloting the further use of social criteria in 
upcoming purchases.

Interview with Karoline 
Linnert, Mayor and Senator 
for Finance
Free Hanseatic City of 
Bremen

Zoom in on… Lower prices 
for more efficient cars

According to a report by the 
Transport and Environment 
Association, the retail price of cars 
has dropped, fuel efficiency has 
improved and CO2 emissions have 
decreased. 

Car manufacturers previously 
claimed that mandatory efficiency 
targets would result in higher 
prices for consumers. The 
report found that average price 
decreases were 2.5 percent each 
year from 2007-2010. The average 
CO2 emissions also dropped by 4 
percent each year.

More information...

On 20th September the European Commission 
published the Roadmap to a Resource Efficient 
Europe, setting out a strategy for decoupling 
economic growth from resource use. Increased 
use of waste as a resource, supporting research 
and innovation, phasing out environmentally 
harmful subsidies and protecting diversity are 
amongst the targeted actions. The Roadmap 
identifies milestones for policies in a number of 
areas, including public procurement. 

The overall aim is to promote a more resource-

The development process is 
underway for new common EU 
Ecolabel and GPP criteria for 
a number of product groups: 
buildings, heating systems, taps 
and showerheads, toilets, and 
imaging equipment. 

The ad hoc working group 
meetings for each product will take 
place in the autumn. Stakeholders 
are invited to register their interest 
and get involved in the events.

More information...

Zoom in on… New GPP and 
Ecolabel criteriaefficient Europe and to develop indicators 

for measuring progress. 

For GPP, the stated actions are to:

• Strengthen the GPP requirements for 
products with significant environmental 
impacts 

• Assess where GPP could be linked to EU 
funded projects 

• Promote joint procurement, and net-
works of public procurement officers in 
support of GPP (in 2012)

The Roadmap also sets milestones for the 
key sectors of buildings, transport and food. 

For further information on the Roadmap, 
please click here. The GPP News-Alert will be 
following these actions as they develop.

Bremen shares lessons learned from SPP process 
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http://www.ilo.org/global/standards/introduction-to-international-labour-standards/conventions-and-recommendations/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/standards/introduction-to-international-labour-standards/conventions-and-recommendations/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.landmark-project.eu/
http://www.transportenvironment.org/Publications/prep_hand_out/lid/653
http://www.transportenvironment.org/News/2011/9/Carmaker-fuel-efficiency-cost-claims-misleading/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:DKEY=615217:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:DKEY=615217:EN:NOT
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/buildings
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/heating
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ecotapware/
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ecotapware/
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/toilets
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/imaging-equipment
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/gpp_criteria_wp.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/resource_efficiency/index_en.htm
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In 2009 Barcelona City Council implemented a 
new contract for street cleaning and rubbish 
collection. The tender procedure introduced a 
number of requirements to enhance the quality and 
sustainability of the service. The contract runs until 
2017.

More frequent rubbish collection, environmentally-
friendly vehicles, separate collection of organic waste 

and recycling containers which are accessible to all users were introduced under the contract, 
which is worth approximately €250 million per year. 

Five companies submitted offers, with each lot awarded to a different contractor. Under 
the contract, the frequency of street cleaning in all areas has  increased from five to six 
times per week. This has led to a noticeable improvement in the cleanliness of Barcelona’s 
streets. The four companies involved employ a workforce of 4,601 people, and the award 
of the new contract led directly to the creation of 283 new jobs. 

Download the GPP example here.

GPP examplesZoom in on... Greener food 
in Italy

Green  ambulance procurement in Stockholm (Sweden)

Clean streets in Barcelona (Spain)

Stockholm County Council’s (SLL) plan to introduce a 
green ambulance got off the ground following a pilot 
study in 2005. A dialogue was initiated with several 
ambulance builders in 2007 to discuss the possibility of 
developing an ambulance powered by renewable fuel. 

A negotiated procedure followed (in 2008) with one 
of the suppliers of the framework agreement, who 
had shown interest in the project. A new model from 

Mercedes-Benz powered by bio-gas and meeting SLL’s weight limit, load capacity and range 
requirements went into use in May 2009.

Collaboration between Stockholm and the supplier was crucial to making the pilot project 
a success. SLL not only set new, tougher requirements when it came to environmental 
performance , it also worked with the supplier to find new solutions to meet those requirements. 
Recently, these requirements were adopted by other procurers and suppliers in Sweden.

Download the GPP example here.

First prize for the 2011 Greenest 
Canteen in Italy went to the 
Municipality of Castagneto 
Carducci (in Tuscany) and the Eni 
Servizi company. The winners were 
announced at the annual Compra 
Verde (Buy Green) Forum held in 
Cremona (Italy). 

The award was well-timed with 
the release of Environmental 
Procurement Criteria for Food 
and Catering Services from the 
Italian government. Minimum 
requirements include setting the 
share of organic food to 40 percent 
across the public sector.

More information...[In Italian]

GPP News-Alert is an initiative of the European Commission, Directorate-General Environment published on a monthly basis.
Editor: GPP Helpdesk | Email: gpp@biois.com
The articles published in the GPP News-Alert represent the personal views of the contributors and do not necessary reflect those of the 
European Commission, nor any person acting on its behalf.

To read more GPP examples, visit the GPP website.  Previous News Alerts are available here.

Zoom in on... Sustainable 
procurement events in Berlin

A conference held on 6 October in 
Berlin brought together procurers, 
politicians and other stakeholders 
to discuss  Sustainable Public 
Procurement as Driver for 
Innovation – Lessons Learned in 
Europe.

The conference on IT Procurement 
took place in mid-September. 
With almost 600 attendees it 
was the largest meeting of IT 
buyers in Germany. Parts of the 
discussions addressed sustainable 
procurement methods for IT 
products.
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue15_Case_Study35_Barcelona_waste.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue15_Case_Study34_Stockholm_ambulance.pdf
http://www.forumcompraverde.it/index.php?option=com_content
http://www.forumcompraverde.it/index.php?option=com_content
http://www.ambienteterritorio.coldiretti.it/tematiche/Ogm/Documents/gpp.pdf
mailto:gpp%40biois.com?subject=
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/alert_en.htm
http://www.cora-netz.de/wp-content/uploads/cora_herbsttagung_2011.pdf
http://www.cora-netz.de/wp-content/uploads/cora_herbsttagung_2011.pdf
http://www.cora-netz.de/wp-content/uploads/cora_herbsttagung_2011.pdf
http://www.cora-netz.de/wp-content/uploads/cora_herbsttagung_2011.pdf
http://www.infora.de/public/676076_Fachtagung_IT_Beschaffung/

